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Abstract 
 

This paper discusses the defining identity in the crossing culture that occurs among the second 
descendants of immigrants coming from Muslims' communities living in England in a literary work 
entitled East of Wimbledon by Nigel William. The life of the second descendant of the people who 
have been uprooted from the roots of the original culture of his ancestors and trying to understand 
the culture of his ancestors are at the crossroads between the dominant culture of British society 
and the culture their parents that are trying to transfer but at same time the parents are 
experiencing identity problems. Using the post-colonist literary approach, the writers try to express 
the phenomenon of the migrant community represented in the novel. 
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Introduction 

 
Identity is a broad concept that has been defined differently by various disciplines. For this reason, a 
multidisciplinary approach is a highly complex task that continuously risks to results in misunderstandings caused 
by different definitions of the concept. Notwithstanding, because a single-sided perspective on identity is not able 
to address the multifaceted phenomena at stake (La Barbera 2013). Cultural identity is a breakdown of the 
characteristics or characteristics of a culture possessed by a group of people whose limitations are known when 
compared to the characteristics or cultural traits of others. It also means that if one wants to know and establish a 
cultural identity, it not only determines the characteristics or physical or biological characteristics alone, but 
examines the identity of the Cultural Structure Pattern of Perception, Thinking, Feelings of Identity Cultural 
culture of a group of people through the order of thinking, feeling and way of acting . Cultural identity can be 
interpreted as a feature of a culture that distinguishes a nation or group of people from other groups. Each 
community group or nation must have its own culture that is different from other nations. Culture owned by each 
group is certainly has its own characteristics or uniqueness compared with other community groups. 

Etymologically, the word identity comes from the word identity which means (1) the condition or reality 
tentag something similar, a state similar to each other; (2) conditions or facts about the same thing between two 
persons or two things; (3) conditions or facts that describe something similar between two individuals or two 
groups or objects. As a very basic concept, what is called identity must be something we often hear. What's more, 
it is a concept that becomes the basis for the recognition of something. We will recognize something if we know 
the identity. It will also mean that if we recognize the identity of something, then we will have a knowledge of 
something. Individuals differentiate themselves by adopting criteria that are shared by the members of a group 
and by developing a sense of belonging to it. When outsiders recognize individuals‘ belonging, collective identity 
emerges (Jenkins 2008). 

However, it is actually easier to understand the concept of identity in the form of an example. When a 
person is born, he or she will get an identity that is both physical and also non-physical. The physical identity that 
is primarily owned is whether he is male or female. As for non-physical identity is the name used, also the status 
that exists in the family at the time of birth. Identity in sociology and politics is usually categorized into two main 
categories, namely social identity (class, race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality) and political identity (nationality 
and citizenship). Social identity determines the position of the subject in the relation or social interaction, while 
the political identity determines the position of the subject within a community through a sense of belonging 
(sense of bellonging) and also marks the position of another subject in a differentiation. Political identity is 
conceptually different from "political of identity". However, the main concern is the real feasibility of dialogical 
governance in contemporary multicultural societies. Indeed, intercultural dialogue does not occur among peer 
interlocutors. For this reason, argumentation, meant as the core component of dialogue, is not enough. In 
multicultural societies, identities adjust one to another and are gradually modified. The negotiation of identity, 
referring to a gradual transformation of identities within new vital contexts, generates new forms of cultural 
hybridism (Barberra; 2013) 

Political identity is a construct that determines the position of the subject's interest in a political 
community's ties, while the notion of identity politics refers to the mechanisms of organizing identity (both 
political identity and social identity) as political resources and means. Simply put, what is meant by identity is 
defined as an essential characteristic that becomes the basis of the introduction of something. Identity is a special 
characteristic of every person or community that becomes the point of entry for others or other communities to 
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introduce them. This is a simple general definition of identity and we will use in the next discussion of identity 
politics. According to Stuart Hall, one's identity can not be separated from the "sense (sense / consciousness) of 
collective bonds". From that statement, then when identity is formulated as something that makes a person have 
many similarities with others, then at the same time also identity formulate the otherness or something outside 
the equations. So the characteristics of identity are not only formed by collective bonds, but also by categories of 
difference. Identity is always attached to every individual and community. Identity is a characteristic that 
distinguishes between one person and another so that the person can be distinguished from the other. Identity is 
the distinction between a community and another community. Identity imaged a person's personality, and can 
determine one's position. At the crossroad between self-representation and social categorization lies the core 
mechanism of individual and collective identities. Individuals differentiate themselves by adopting criteria that are 
shared by the members of a group and by developing a sense of belonging to it. When outsiders recognize 
individuals‘ belonging, collective identity emerges (Jenkins 2008). 

 

Migration 
 
Population migration is a major factor. In addition to preparing for long trips, displaced residents should also 
bother to spend money, prepare a new residence, transport old things, to take care of all the existing 
administration in the environment. As a product of belonging to multiple affiliations, the hybridization of being at 
the borderlands poses serious challenges to the existing hegemonic culture of society (Bhabha 1994). Re-
interpreting practices and discourses of the ―cultures‖ of the country of origin and the receiving country, migrants 
challenge the essentialist and homogenous representations of cultures and ethnic communities. The identities of 
migrants are understood as products of intersectional identifications, which require a procedural and dynamic 
understanding. Because it is so troublesome that people who migrate are not haphazard. That is, people who 
migrate are people who have certain goals. Without a specific purpose, people will not bother to migrate.  

There are at least a few reasons why people migrate. It is these objectives that cause migration. Some of 
the causes of migration are as follows: 

 
1. Lack of employment 
One of the causes or drivers of migration is the reason for the lack of work in the area of origin. Everyone can 
make ends meet only if they work. Work to earn money and spend on daily needs. if in the region it is difficult to 
get a job, then how someone can work. If in the area menag no job field in accordance with his expertise and if 
the entrepreneur was deemed unsuitable, then someone will do the migration. This migration will of course be 
looking for a place that seems to be a lot of suitable job vacancies, or can be a starategis place to run a business.  

 
2. Population density 
Another reason someone migrates is because of overcrowding in the area of origin. This population density causes 
one to live less comfortable, a lot of competition so that some will find it difficult to get a job. Because it is 
difficult to get a job, so many people will commit a variety of criminal acts. In addition there are still many things 
that can happen because of excessive population density. It is because of this overpopulation that some people 
decide to move to a less crowded area. In addition to getting a new life atmosphere, this kind of thing is also very 
good to support the program of even distribution of the population. 

 
3. Less natural resources 
Some residents who move to other places due to inadequate natural resources. For example, in a place where the 
land is so dry that when planted with plants it is not easy to flourish, or because of soil conditions and the air 
somewhere have very few natural resources. this will be difficult if used by a large number of people. Some 
people may not be missed if the amount of natural resources has run out. So rather than having to live within the 
limitations, one might prefer to move to another place that has more natural resources. Thus the need for these 
natural resources becomes fulfilled. 
 
4. The desire to improve the standard of living 
Most of the reasons or reasons why a person prefers to move to another area is for economic reasons. One is the 
desire to improve the standard of living for the better. This is usually felt by the people of ex-colonies, where he 
does not get a job. Many people from the ex-colonies will go to the empire country in search of a welfare. At first 
wander, but over time he will take his family and then find a place to live to live in the city where he works. 
 
5. Continuing education 
Another goal is in education. The desire to get a good education and a higher level makes one migrate. Migration 
movements, which have at least six short months, are as short as possible. So, if a person moves during his / her 
education (meaning a few years) and after graduation will return to his / her home country, immersed 
 
6. Differences of opinion and politics 
There are also some causes of society in migrating because of the negative. For example, it is because a person 
has disagreements with other people or most people, such as political issues, party differences being promoted, 
presidential candidates supported, or others that cause contagious and unfinished problems. This will certainly 
make the person depressed so prefer to leave the area of origin to other areas where he will not feel threatened. 
Or an area with the same opinion. Although a bit excessive, but things like this sometimes we meet in our country. 
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7. Bad social relationships 
Still because things are not good, someone can decide to move to another place because in his residence he felt 
getting threats or pressure that made his life uncomfortable and uneasy. It is true that every problem must be 
solved, but if one feels unable to finish, sometimes he prefers to leave the place and move to another place. This 
is to gain a better life. 
 
8. The reason for religion 
There are also some people who choose to move shelter due to religious matters. For example, where the right to 
embrace the desired belief is less strong, or the community is too fanatical so it is not peaceful when someone is 
living in the place. This sort of thing seems now more frequent. Many parts of a religion give birth to new ideas. 
When a person wants to follow the notion, then they do not support it, consequently there is often an argument. 
Well to avoid the argument that someone would be better to move to another place. There is also a deliberate 
migration to other places to live with the religious community it embraces, although in the old place he does not 
get into trouble. 
 
9. Population equity 
Migration does not always come from the desire of the population. Sometimes someone migrates because of 
running the program from the government. Some of these factors are due to the expectation of a better thing 
coming, or because of a bad experience in their place of origin. 
 Some factors above are experienced by characters represented in East of Wimbledon 

 
 This was safe ground. They couldn't be expected to argue with that. Islam, as far as he was aware, 
had no objections to a man stating the obvious. 

Things are changing, gentlemen!' said Malik, clasping his hands behind his back. 'The Church of 
England is no longer the only game in town. And Wilson here is, we might say, the future - the first 
sign that British society is going to throw off the shackles of racism and colonialism and produce 
something genuinely multicultural, like . . . er . . . him!' 

The audience were no surer of this than they had been of the song. The Islamic world, even in 
Wimbledon, thought Robert, was not quite ready for the fusion of styles unleashed on it by Mr Malik. 
'We must adapt,' he went on, 'and become one with the UK while remaining ourselves. 

At this point the Bosnian refugee leaped on to the stage on a small wooden horse, designed and 
built for him by his mother. From the other side of the acting-space came the Husayn twins, tied 
together with a cardboard chain. 'Confess your sins, Muslim dogs,' said the Bosnian refugee, in 
slightly cautious tones, 'and become Christians, or we slash you up!' With these words he ran at the 
Husayn twins and started to belabour them with his plastic sword. 
It was only now that Robert was able to see what was making them limp: both were wearing odd 
shoes. Robert first thought was that this might reflect some kind of financial crisis in the immigrant 
community in Wimbledon. But then he noticed that each of them, on his right foot, was wearing 
what looked like a slipper Not only that. As they moved into the pub they both topped from time to 
time and wriggled their right feet anxiously. Did they suffer from some form of verruca, some 
ghastly mange thai affected only the toes of the right feet? 
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